Retired physician George Nichols Jr. had always dreamed of pursving oceanography 


When Home is a Sailing Ship 


By Syloia Rubin 


young children 
ave spent more Utne 
Jon sa than on land, 
‘Along with their par- 
ents they have sailed 
the oceans of the world in @ 
beautiful oak vessel, the Regina 
‘Maris, while a crew of scientists 


That Follows 


and students study whales and 


wenectcews The Whales 


Pierce, 2, and Dominic 


children,” Ann said. 


Dr. George Nichols Jr., a New 
York native, but a 30-year resident 
Of Boston, looks the part of the 
master of a sailing vessel, with his 


‘There is no such thing as a bed 


aboard this ship, only berths, and 
to a landlubber's eye these sleep- 
ing arrangements look horribly 
claustrophobic, "You get used to 
it,” sald Ann matter-of-factly. 


‘Their son's first word was not 


hum; 
whales of the area, keeping 
records of food supplies and 


chols. "They come right up to the 


‘Povo hy Clem Albers 


The Reginia Moris’ high platforms are used to spot whales 


don't try very hard" 10 catch 
them. But, he adds, “we eat very 
well.” 


There is a professional cook 
‘on board who also bakes bread. 
One morning last week the crew 
was enjoying a typical breakfast, 
poached eggs, muffins and roast 
beef slices. 


As for fish dinners, “You'd 
have to catch a lot of fish to feed 
7 people,” Ann said. Occasionally, 
however, a friendly fishing crew 
will supply them with a wonderful 
meal. In Alaska, they were given 
‘many huge salmon, and in Now: 
foundiand, “we were treated with 
a shower of codfish coming over 
the rail, 


“Fishing folk are remarkable 
people," Nichols sald. “They are 
tough, but generous,” 


The Regina Maris, a threo 
masted barkentine built in 1906, is 
150 feet long and 26 feet wide. The 
Ocean Research Society is not 


logical 
They 

chain. 
‘nature of the habitats they select, 
and Mf they require a specific 
habitat. Whales might one day be 
‘an important source of food. We 
might be able one day to breed 


whales the way we breed beef 
cattle.” 


‘The ship and her crew of 37, 
are at sea an average of 206 days a 
year. She is now docked at Pelican 
Harbor in Sausalito and will re- 
main there until November 1, On 
‘November 10, she will sail to the 
Panama Canal to study dolphins. 


Dominica Nichols has 
‘spent most of her 
young life at sea 


